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wick were formed into a Federal Dominion.   Other pro-
vinces afterwards joined it.
The example of Canada fired the Australasian Colonies.
Between 1850 and 1890 the several Colonies of Australia
and New Zealand were admitted to the privileges of Self-
government, and hi 1900 the Australian Colonies united in
a Federal Commonwealth, though it was formed on the
United States rather than on the Canadian model. Simi-
larly in South Africa: Responsible Government was granted
to Cape Colony hi 1872, to Natal hi 1893, and to the recently
annexed Transvaal and Orange River Colonies hi 1906 and
1907 respectively. It can hardly be doubted that the South
African Colonies will, before long, follow the example of the
North American and Australian Colonies and unite in some
form of federation.1
The extraordinary growth of the British Empire has been
the chief factor in the shrinkage of the world. It has also
excited, not unnaturally, similar aspirations on the part of
other European Powers.
Down to 1870 Germany and Italy were too fully occupied
with the task of internal unification to give heed to world-
WORLD-           politics. France also was busy throughout
POLITICS          the century with domestic revolutions.   But
the completion of German and Italian unity, and the secure
establishment of the French Republic, were followed by
excursions into world-politics* Thus hi 1881 France estab-
lished a ' protectorate' over Tunis, and subsequently
annexed that country. In 1884 the same power compelled
China to recognize her protectorate over Anam and Tonkin,
and in 1893, taking advantage of the Russian Alliance,
France enlarged the boundaries of her Indo-Chinese pro-
vinces until they met our own to the north of Siam, Russia
had, of course, long been active not only hi Persia, but hi the
* farther East', and in 1898 obtained ^ ' lease' of Port
Arthur from China, Germany at the same time obtained
* This prediction was partially fulfilled in 1909, but after much
discussion the four South African Colonies preferred Union to Fed-
eration*                                    ,           .